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A Re-estimation of China’s Urban-Rural Employment and

Urbanization Ratio
Wang Xiaolu' & Wan Guanghua’
( National Economic Research Institute ,China Reform Foundation' ;

Research Institute for Indian Ocean Economies, Yunnan University of Finance and Economics®)
Abstract ; In this article, the authors scrutinize the official statistics on China’s urban and rural
employment as well as urban and rural population. After carefully analyzing data from various
sources, it is found that the national census data of 2010 understate the number of rural-urban
migrant workers ,implying underestimation of urban employment by 47 million and urbanization ratio
by 3 percentage points in 2012. Nevertheless, large rural-urban migration is expected to continue,
particularly with gradual removal of various institutional barriers. With imminent reforms to the
infamous household registration, social security and public services systems, the urbanization ratio
could gain at least 10 percentage points in the next ten years.
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